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VIRGINIA IN 1635. 



The Deposing of Governor Harvey. 
(Continued.) 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and Copies in McDonald Papers, 

Virginia State Library, from the British Public 

Record Office.) 



Breviat of Captain Claiborne's Petition. 
(Abstract.) 

May 23, 1635 (Inclosure). 

A Breviat of Capt. Claiborne's Petition to his Majesty, viz: 
The King's Commission to Capt. Claiborne & Partners of 16 
May, 1631 (which see). The isle of Kent was planted and soon 
after purchased of the Indians 17 Aug., 1631. Lord Baltemore's 
patent 20 June, 1632. Upon reference from the King to the 
Lords it was ordered that the isle of Kent should not be included 
in Maryland Patent and that there should be free trade, June, 
1633. Maryland was planted 27 March, 1634. By proclama- 
tion they interdicted trade, surprised boats some out of their 
limits, 8 Apl., 1634. 

Letters from the Lords to the Council of Virginia, 22 July, 
1634 (which see). The King confirms his said commission 8 
October, 1634 (which see). In April, 1635, being brought to 
extreme want of corn that some were near starved and thereupon 
sending a small boat to redemand their vessels they slew three 
of their men and hurt three more. They have ever since hind- 
ered petitioners in their trade, and unjustly accuse Claiborne 
of many crimes and conspired against him to remove him to his 
utter undoing. (Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, No. 64.) 



Captain William Claiborne to Secretary Coke. 

May 23d, 1635. 
[Printed in full in Proceedings of Maryland Council, p. 30.] 
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Samuel Matthews to Wolstenholme. 

May 25, 1635. 
[Printed in full, Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
I, 416-424.] 

Declaration of Sir John Harvey. 

July, ? 1635. 
[Printed in full, Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
I> 425-430- 1 



Order of the Privy Council. 
(Abstract.) 

Whitehall, July 2d, 1635. 

Order of the Privy Council. Whereas it appears that the 
Colony in Virginia is full of contentions and the Council there 
divided by faction, whereof, and of the refractory and insolent 
carriage of Sundry persons, Sir John Harvey, the Governor, 
hath complained by Sundry letters, charging some of them with 
open contempt of his Maj. authority besides the injuries done 
to Lord Baltemore's plantation of Maryland, especially by Wil- 
liam Claiborne, and they of the other party do no less complain 
of wrongs done to them. His Maj. Attorney General is hereby 
required to call before him and examine the parties on both 
sides, who are here, to whom also all Gov. Harvey's letters and 
the other writings of that Subject are to be delivered for his 
opinion. 2 pp. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, No. 69.) 



Minutes by Windebanke Relating to Virginia. 

(Abstract. ) 

July 2, 1635. 
Minutes in the handwriting of Secretary Sir Francis Winde- 
bank in reference to the Colony of Virginia. The Government 
[to be] in the King's immediate power, yet to be managed by a 
present Council to continue during the King's pleasure. The 
Council to have power to give instruction to the plantation, to 
judge of all controversies with appeal to the King and Council 
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board here, to order forts & plantation there and make ordi- 
nances. The ancient territories to be granted to the people. 
Foreigners to be removed and Pensions to be allowed. Sub- 
scribed by the Lords Dor(chester ?), Danby and others who are 
said to have no land there. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, No. 70.) 



The Mayor of Plymouth, &c, to the Privy Council. 

(Abstract.) 

Plymouth, July 14, 1635. 
John Martyn, Mayor of Plymouth, Robert Trelawnyand John 
Clement to the Lords of the Privy Council. Sir John Harvey, 
his Maj. Governor of Virginia, arrived here this morning, who 
informed them of a late mutiny and rebellion there and hath 
charged one Francis Pott now here as a principal author and 
agent therein (which he denies), whom they have detained in 
prison, until their Lordships further order. He likewise informs 
them of divers letters written home by divers of the said muti- 
neers and sent by one Thomas Harwood, which he conceives 
will give great light and manifestation of their said offence, all 
which they have inclosed and sealed up in a trunk directed to 
their Lordships, of which Harwood hath the key. {Colonial 
Papers, Vol. 8, No. 72.) 

Petition of Henry Woodhouse. 

(Abstract.) 

July? 1635. 

Petition of Henry Woodhouse * to the King. Near four years 

♦Captain Henry Woodhouse was Governor of the Bermudas from 
October, 1623 to January 13, 1626-7, and was in the expedition to Re and 
Rochelle in 1627-8. He was recommended by the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty to be Captain of Tilbury Fort, and was muster-master of the 
county of Suffolk. He claimed that in 1631 the King promised him the 
governorship of Virginia, and in 1634 and 1635 petitioned that the promise 
might be carried out. Among other purchases in the Bermudas he bought 
two shares of land from John Gering, of London, on August 7, 1628, 
and gave them to his son Henry on July 27, 1632. (These shares Henry 
Woodhouse, Jr., sold to his brother-in-law, Charles Sothren, in 1640, 
and refers to them in his will proved in Lower Norfolk county, Virginia, 
in 1655.) 
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past his Maj. promised petit' the Governor's place of Virginia 
the settling of which plantation hath been of such long contin- 
uance that petitioner starveth with expectation, and having lost 
_£6oo of his arrears and £60 yearly of his entertainment in Suf- 
folk, &c. , is now out of all hope (see his petition July, 1634). 
Prays for a warrant for drawing his commission. Indorsed by 
Sec. Windebank. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, No. 75.) 



Sir John Harvey to the Privy Council. 

Plymouth, July 14, 1635. 
[Printed in full, Maryland Council Proceedings, p. 38.] 



Petition of the Adventurers of Southampton Hundred, 

Virginia. 

(Abstract.) 

July, 1635. 

Petition of the Adventurers of Southampton hundred in Vir- 
ginia to the Lords Commissioners for Plantations, that out of 
their private purses they have expended above ^6,000 in plant- 
ing of that hundred and have nothing left but a stock of cattle 
in the hands of Captain Utie, heretofore their officers, many of 
them have been killed and many delivered to others without any 
order from petitioners. Pray that they may have order for the 
delivery of their cattle in the hands of Utie, who desires to be 

The first of this family given in the English pedigrees is John ' Wood- 
house, of Waxam, Norfolk, whose son, Sir William,' married, secondly, 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Philip Calthorpe, and widow of Sir Henry 
Parker, and had a second son,. Sir Henry' Woodhouse, who died 1624. 
This Sir Henry, by his marriage with Ann, daughter of Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, the Lord Keeper, and sister of Francis Bacon, was the father of 
Captain Henry* Woodhouse, Governor of Bermuda. Henry 5 Wood- 
house, son of Captain Woodhouse, was born in 1607, and came to Vir- 
ginia in 1637, settling in Lower Norfolk (now Princess Anne) county. 
He was a justice of the county, 1642-43, member of the House of Bur- 
gesses 1647 and 1652, and died in 1655, leaving several daughters and 
four sons, Henry, Horatio, John and William, who have numerous de- 
scendants. 

For notices of Henry Woodhouse and his family see William and Mary 
Quarterly, I, 203-209; II, 262-264; V, 41-43, and authorities there cited. 
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discharged and power to enquire how the rest have been disposed 
of, and that they may have restitution or satisfaction according 
to justice. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, No. 76.) 



Memorial of Sir John Harvey. 

(Abstract.) 

August, ? 1635. 
" A Memorial of Sir John Harvey's." That the Ships now 
bound for Virginia may be stayed until the Lords Commiss" for 
Plantations shall settle the government of Virginia for these 
reasons: First, If a Ship should pass into Virginia without any 
order from hence, concerning the late tumultuous proceedings 
there, they might be encouraged to proceed to some other dis- 
obedient act. Secondly, if they should understand his Majesty's 
intention to punish them, before the order & means to restrain 
or punish them arrive there, they may be incited to do some 
other desperate act by seizing on the provision & munition of 
the Ships wherewith to strengthen themselves. That one Thos. 
Harewood,* now in London and one of the late Munitious As- 
sembly in Virginia, may be restrained of his liberty and that he 
& one Pott, employed by the Mutinous' Councillors into Eng- 
land, may be kept apart and examined, which will much advan- 
tage his Maj. Service by the discovery of the practeses there. 
1 p. Indorsed by Windebank. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, No. 
77-) 



Thomas Harwood's Speeches at Exeter. 

August, ? 1635. 
"Testimonies concerning Thomas Horwood's speeches at 

•Thomas Harwood was appointed a member of the Council in Vir- 
ginia July 24, 1621, and for many years after was prominent in public 
life. He was a member of the House of Burgesses for Mulberry Island 
October, 1629, March, 1629-30, for " from Kethe's Creek to Mulberry 
Island and Saxon's Goale " February, 1631-32, for Mulberry Island Sep- 
tember, 1632, February, 1632-33, for Warwick county April, 1642, and 
was member for Warwick and Speaker at the sessions of October, 1648, 
and October, 1649. Throughout the colonial period the family of Har- 
wood, his descendants, was prominent. 
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Exeter. ' ' Anthony Browne being in the house of one Ebbett- 
son at the sign of the Valiant Soldier in Exeter about 18th of 
July last, Ebbettson spied the post that carried the packet to 
London, and a stranger with him riding post also, whom Ebbett- 
son went into the street to meet & they went into said house & 
drank a pint of wine together and so parted. Ebbettson came 
immediately to Browne & said I have news for you out of Vir- 
ginia, he you saw out of the window was one Whorewood or 
Harwood, now come from Virginia, who informed him that they 
have had great contention there and have displaced Capt. Har- 
vey, for he hath done great injuries in that country & Whore- 
wood is appointed by the Country to carry letters to the King 
against him & he will make great haste to be up before Sir John 
that he may make friends and the case good against him. Sir 
John Harvey had so carried himself in Virginia that if ever he 
returned he would be pistolled or shot. 1. p. {Colonial Pap- 
ers, Vol 8, No. 79.) 

A Memorial of Sir John' Harvey. 

(Abstract.) 

August 4, 1635. 

A Memorial of Sir John Harvey's — very similar in effect to 
the preceding — addressed to the Lords [ ? of the Privy Council]. 
That the Ships now bound for Virginia be stayed until the Lords 
may take order for setling the government, for these reasons: 
If the Mutineers hear that all the ships are come this year & no 
order taken to question their doings they may go on with more 
boldness as thinking their actions are approved of. If news be 
brought that the King will punish their insolent behavior, they 
may take a desperate resolution and seize upon the powder and 
Munition in the Ships. Thomas Horwood to be committed; he 
was one of the chief of the Mutineer Burgesses that opposed 
his Maj. service in the Tobacco Contract and in stirring up the 
Country to this mutiny. 

And if Pott who is already a prisoner and he may be kept 
apart and examined, their designs will the better be discovered. 
1 p. Indorsed by Sec. Windebank. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, 
No. 78.) 
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Notes of Proceedings of the Privy Council on 
Virginia Affairs. 

iCopy.) 

Whitehall, Dec. n, 1635. 

[Notes by Edward Nicholas, Clerk of the Privy Council of 
proceedings of the Privy Council this day, the King being present, 
on the investigation of charges against Sir John Harvey, Gover- 
nor of Virginia, who had been sent home by the Council of that 
Colony. The charges against Sir John Harvey & his answers 
are here given with a special note of the King's opinion and a 
passing remark of Archbishop Laud. The whole is difficult to 
be made out, being partly written in Nicholas' short hand, so I 
have transcribed it in full.] 

Cause of Sir John Harveys coming from Virginia received the 
letter from the Council of Virginia dated 16 May. The King, 
As yet resolved, he thinks it necessary to send the Governor 
back, though he stay but a day, but if he can clear himself then 
he shall stay the longer than otherwise his Majesty would have 
continued him. 

It is an assumption of legal power to send hither the Governor, 
which is the nature of the fault. 

The King will not punish it too far as [illegible. — W. N. S.] 

To be sent for (those) that assumed the government and him 
that laid hands on the Governor. 

Charge against Sir John Harvey: That he denyeth to admin- 
ister the oathe of allegiance to those that went thither to plant, 
as he is obliged by his instructions, and that he is a favour of 
the Popish religion. Sir John Harvey denieth it in the general 
and saith that there is no particular that chargeth him. 

Charged that one Rabnet of Maryland having said it was law- 
ful & meritorious to kill an heretic King, and Sir John Harvey 
caused him to be apprehended and set at liberty, and this being 
offered to be proved by one Mr. Williams, a Minister, Sir John 
Harvey would not admit of his testimony because he had mar- 
ried two persons without a license. 

Lord Baltemore's servants had slain three men in keeping of 
the entry of Hudson's river which goes up to Maryland. 

That the Governor assumed power to place and displace at 



VIRGINIA IN 1635. 405 

the Council board in Virginia, and did sequester Mr. Thomas 
Hinton — this was for ill words given [ to ] the Governor and is 
well answered. 

Mr. White, a minister, is silenced by the Governor for cursing 
of those of his parish ; and an old man for bringing of him drink 
& white bread. 

Governor. That he could never see any orders albeit he had 
two years time to show his orders; denies that he silenced him. 

Canterbury. That no man may be admitted in any of the 
King's ships to serve as a Minister until he has shown his orders 
to the Bishop of the diocese. 

Charged. That the Governor has permitted trade to Dutch- 
men without taking security to bring back the commodity for 
England according to the King's Instructions; and that this was 
permitted to one Constable a Dutchman. Governor Denieth 
this and saith he did deny this Constable to trade, haveing found 
he did not land his goods in England. 

Charged. That the Governor struck out some of Captain 
Stevens teeth with a cudgel, the said Stevens being then a Coun- 
cillor of Virginia. 

Answered. That it was not in Council but that Stevens assailed 
(?) him with ill language. 

Charged. That he countenanceth the religion in Maryland. 
Mr. Hally in the midst of the mass said that he was come to 
plant in Maryland the Romish religion. 

Denied absolutely by Mr. Halley. 

It is said by Sir John Harvey and Mr. Halley that there is no 
public mass in Maryland. 3 pp. (Nicholas' Note Book, Domes- 
tic, Charles I, Vol. 303, No. 19.) 



" Memorial for Virginia," 

December 22, 1635. 
That his Majesty give order that Capt. John West, Samuel 
Matthews, John Utye and Wm. Pearse be sent for into England 
to answer their misdemeanors, they being the prime actors in 
the late mutiny in Virginia. To give warrant to Mr. Attorney 
General to draw a new; Commission for Sir John Harvey for the 
govern' of Virginia, with an enlargement of his power; Mr. 
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Secretary Windebank to prepare his instructions. Lord Balti- 
more desires Sec. Windebank if any petition or question be 
made touching Maryland to get it referred to be examined in the 
Country, in regard no proof can here be made of the truth, but 
if that cannot be done then to move the King to hear it. The 
date is endorsed by Sec. Windebank. i p. ( Colonial Papers, 
Vol. 8, No. 84.) 



Petition of Francis Pott. 
(Abstract.) 

1635? 

Petition of Francis Pott, late Captain of his Maj. Fort in Vir- 
ginia, now close prisoner in the Fleet to Secretary Sir Francis 
Windebank. 

Has stood committed only by his Honor ever since 14th July 
last & remained a close prisoner to the impoverishing of his 
small estate and the weakening of his health. 

Having some goods lately come from Virginia to his Maj. 
Custom House which he is likely to lose by reason of his im- 
prisonment, Prays for liberty to go abroad sometimes about his 
affairs with his Keeper (having first put in good security to the 
Warden of the Fleet for his true imprisonment), and return to 
the Fleet again at night. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, No. 91.) 



Petition of Francis Pott. 
(Abstract.) 

1635? 
Petition of Francis Pott, of America, close prisoner in the 
Fleet, to the Lords of the Privy Council. He arrived at Ply- 
mouth on 14 July last and was by Sir John Harvey's accusation 
and suggestion to the Mayor cast into prison, all his letters taken 
from him and sent to the Board and afterwards committed close 
prisoner to the Fleet, where he still remains in great want and 
misery. Prays their Lordships to grant him his liberty upon 
good bail, to answer where his Maj. shall appoint the hearing of 
the business, also to order Sir John Harvey to pay petitioner 
,£50, long since due to him. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 8, No. 92.) 
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Harvey's Reasons For Desiring A King's Ship. 

( Abstract.) 

February, ? 1635-6. 

Sir John Harvey's reasons for desiring to have one of his Maj. 
ships to transport him to Virginia. 

The Governors of Virginia have always had ,£500 allowed 
them for their transportation, but he will free his Maj. of that 
charge. It will be an honor both to his Maj. service and to his 
Governor to be sent upon one of his Maj. ships. And it will 
also much ' ' amate ' ' the boldness of the offendors when they 
shall see that his Maj. takes the business so to heart. A mer- 
chant ship cannot return until she have freight this time twelve- 
month. The Whelps are too small for the voyage. 1 p. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 4.) 



Notes from the Council and General Court Records 
1641-1677. 



By the late Conway Robinson, Esq. 



(continued.) 

Complaint in 1670 of the misconduct of one Peter Atherton, 
alias William Nelson, a preacher. Genl. Ct. Will Book, No. 2, 

P- 55. 58. 

1670. Proceedings against ships for violating laws to prevent 
frauds in the customs. Nature of laws of England involved in 
the complaints. Genl. Ct. Will Book, No. 2, pp. 77 to 93, also 
pp. 109 to in. Order of the King in Council, p. 212, see also 
224. 

Power of the 8 of December, 1670, from the Earl of St. Al- 
bans, John Lord Berkeley, Sir Wm. Morton, &c, to present to 
the governor and council of Virginia letters patent of the 8 of 
May, granted to them. Genl. Ct. Will Book, No. 2, p. 95, 6." 

The letters patent on p. 98 to 107. Letters to the King, p. 



